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Ore of the Alps UNESCO Global Geopark, Austria

“Music was my first love...”

he Ore of the Alps UNESCO Global Geapark
is famous for copper mining. Traces of min-
ing can be found from the Bronze-Age until the
end of the 1970s, when all mining activities were
terminated. During the Bronze Age the area of
the Geopark was one of Europe’s most impor-
tant copper mining centres. Copper was used at
that time for making tools, weapons, jewellery
and cult objects. The latter were often made of
bronze, an alloy of copper and tin, The copper
of the bronze components of the Nebra-Sky disc
originate from the Geopark. All these objects
from the Mitterberg/Buchberg region were made
with copper famous for its high quality,
Nowadays weapons are not made from cop-
per. instead it is now a compenent of more
peaceful musical instruments, Copper is the pri-
mary raw material of the Lechner Music Com-
pany. The workshop in Bischofshofen produces
brass wind instruments. Inspired by the require-
ments of domestic and international musicians,
the instruments fulfill the highest demands of re-
sponse, sound and intonation and set standards
worldwide. Instruments made by the company
can be found all over the world, e.g. Salzburg Mo-
zarteum Orchestra, Vienna Philharmonic Orches-
tra, Berlin Philharmaonic Orchestra, Orchestre de
Paris, London Royal Opera House, André Rieu Or-
chestra Holland, Florida Philharmonic Orchestra,

Shanghai Philharmonic Orchestra and others.

The raw materials such as brass, goldbrass
la brass alloy with a higher copper component)
or nickel silver for the production in the Gais-
bergsiedlung in Bischofshofen are derived en-
tirely from Europe. The copper content is among
other things essential for the sound, response
and the durability of the brass instrument. Ap-
proximately 30 working hours are used in the
production of a trumpet. Instruments can be tai-
lored to each musician s personal requirements.
Lechner Music is one of the leading companies
and a “proud partner” and supporter of the Ore
of the Alps UMESCO Global Geopark.

The special exhibition in the Geopark Visitor
Centre in 2016, entitled “Man-Power-Music”,
provided an overview of the different folk mu-
sic brass bands in the Geopark. The title *“Man
and Power” reflects how, following World War I,
many people, mainly from Southern Tyrol, left
their homeland and found a new home and em-
ployment in the large copper mining industry of
today's Geopark, When the miners finished their
work in the evening or during the weekend, many
of them played in local folk music groups. In sum-
mary, it can be said, that the miners produced
the copper for their instruments by their own
hard work.

Horst Ibetsberger, Geoscientist Geopark Ore of the
Alps, looaa@shg.at, www.geopark-erzderalpen.at)
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